Statement by the Delegation of the United States 
on the Proposal to Designate the Strait of Bonifacio as a PSSA 

The United States is sympathetic to the objectives outlined in document MEPC 61/9 and 
commends France and Italy for their continued efforts to enhance the safety of navigation 
and the protection of the marine environment in the area of the Strait of Bonifacio. At this 
point, we are supportive of the proposal, in principle, however, our review of the proposal to 
the Revised PSSA Guidelines indicates that perhaps more information is needed; especially 
as the proposal contains mandatory measures to be established in a strait used for 
international navigation. 

We are grateful to France and Italy for revising their proposed measure concerning pilotage 
for ships navigating through the Strait. We had concerns that the original proposal for 
mandatory pilotage did not identify the legal basis for that measure. We were unsure if the 
intention was to rely on the Committee's resolution that may be adopted to establish a PSSA 
in the Strait of Bonifacio as the legal basis for mandatory pilotage. An MEPC resolution does 
not provide an international legal basis for mandatory pilotage for ships in transit in any strait 
used for international navigation. In this regard and as a point of reference, the United 
States understands that the international legal basis for enforcing the system of pilotage in 
the Torres Strait is as a condition of entry into an Australian port, and that compliance with 
this system is as recommended by the IMO. We appreciate the revisions that France and 
Italy have made to their proposal by replacing their proposed measure for mandatory 
pilotage with a scheme for recommended pilotage. 

Again, I reiterate that we are supportive of this proposal in principle and it is not our desire to 
slow the process for designation of the PSSA. However, we also wish to see a principled 
application of the Revised Guidelines through a rigorous assessment of the elements of this 
proposal against the Guidelines. Therefore, we believe it would be appropriate for the 
Committee to establish a technical group as set out in paragraph 8.3.1 of the Revised PSSA 
Guidelines to conduct the assessment as set forth in the Guidelines. 


